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UM FORUM OFFERS NEW IDEAS ABOUT SOLVING PROBLEMS 
MISSOULA -
From misunderstandings on the playground to differing perspectives on how to use public 
lands, it would seem conflict abounds. A forum at The University of Montana Tuesday will help 
explain some ways to solve problems.
The "Martin Luther King Day Forum on Conflict Resolution in Missoula" will highlight a 
variety of new approaches to solving community struggles. The forum, one of UM’s events 
commemorating King’s legacy, runs from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 21, in the Castles 
Center of the law school.
Daniel Kemmis, interim director of UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West, will 
moderate the forum.
"In the last decade we’ve become aware of all of these settings which, in the old days, 
would’ve just been assumed we would use adversarial methods," Kemmis said. "Now we’re 
learning that these other approaches are often more satisfying and also result in more stable and 
lasting solutions."
Four panel members will share information on a variety of styles of conflict resolution.
Jam es Greene, a teacher at Lowell Elementary School, will talk about Lowell’s conflict 
resolution program. The four-year-old program trains fourth and fifth graders to serve as 
"peacemakers," giving them skills to solve problems among their peers. All Lowell students learn 
about problem solving through a session each semester. Greene said last year the school started
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keeping records and saw an noticeable decrease in student conflicts.
Jeannette Stangl, a volunteer facilitator with the Montana Alternatives to Violence Project, 
will share her experience with the program and its benefits to inmates at the Montana State Prison 
and to community members. The program takes inmates through a workshop that explores the 
violence within themselves and looks at alternatives to violence.
Jeff Renz, a law professor at UM, will bring his 15 years experience working with civil 
rights. Renz was litigation director for the American Civil Liberties Union of Montana from 1981 
to 1991.
Art Lusse, co-founder of the Community Dispute Resolution Center of Missoula County, 
will bring his experience as a mediator. Lusse said he feels it is important to educate youths and 
their parents about communication and communication skills. He also points to using mediation to 
fix problems rather than placing blame.
Members of the Montana Human Rights Commission will be at the forum. The public is 
invited to attend.
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Contact: Ray Carlisle, chair of the UM Martin Luther King Day Committee, 243-4202.
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